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Burrs Country Park Strategy

Executive Summary

This strategy document has been produced by Bury Council and is an update to the [Burrs Country Park Strategy 2015
2029 which was published in June 2015. The 2015 strategy contains much of the background information about Burrs
(local context, industrial history, key issues, and opportunities) and it also sets out the Council’s vision over a 15-year

period for establishing Burrs as a ‘destination park’ which is both a regional attraction and a key element of the town’s
burgeoning tourism portfolio.

Since 2015, the following improvements have already been made within the park:

o The construction of Burrs Railway Station (known as The Halt)
o Burrs Caravan Club has been extended and has won several awards
o The main building within the park had been brought back into partial use with the addition of the successful

independent Lamppost Café

o The canoe facilities at the training pool have been updated, and the fishing pegs improved
o Some of the footpaths along the canal and riverside have been upgraded
o The park has attracted more event teams and organisers that ever before. Burrs hosts outdoor events such as

the traditional Bury Agricultural Show, and new events like the Great Run Local and Bury Live too

As we approach the halfway point of the 2015 strategy, this update will outline what the main priorities for Burrs
Country Park are now, and list the projects that we plan to complete between 2023 and 2030. The improvement
priorities were determined through public consultation with park users, council officers and Bury residents during
2021.

The plans will be shared using three visual masterplans:

. An Overall Masterplan of Improvements
o A Masterplan of Footpath Improvements
o A Masterplan of Woodland Management Works (including a tree planting masterplan)

Priority projects within the masterplans are organised into a detailed action plan covering 10 key themes of work:
o Traffic Management

o Footpath Works

. Heritage

. Buildings

. Wellbeing
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. Park Activities

. Interpretation / Site Furniture

. Gateways

. Green Spaces

o Blue Spaces (Rivers and Lodges within in the
park)

Within the 10 themes of work, there are 77 individual
projects, which have been designated high, medium or
low priority.

The scale of the work planned means that Bury Council
will need committed and ongoing support from the
community and business partner organisations who
benefit from being based within Burrs. Over recent
years, a strong Burrs group has been created and teams
including The Friends of Burrs community group, The
Lamppost Café, and local volunteers have all agreed to
take responsibility for different tasks and help us drive
the improvement plans forward.

The total estimated cost for all of the improvements is
currently estimated at almost £3,000,000. While some
of this funding will come from Bury Council, much of the
funding will need to come from external sources.

Project progress, activities, budgets and timescales will
all be monitored, tracked and updated by Bury Council
Once work begins, the council will also be responsible
for reviewing and evaluating works and priority issues
every two years, with a large, formal, review of all works
completed in 2030.

If successful, Burrs will become the ‘destination’ park
that can be enjoyed by the people of Bury, and visitors
from across the region, for many years to come.
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I. The Need - Why Improve Burrs?

Burrs country park is part of a suite of attractions that make Bury a vibrant and desirable place to visit. Since the
original 2015 strategy was published, investments in our local attractions, the environment, the town centre, and the
retail market have all contributed to rising visitor numbers. Visitor numbers for Burrs increased further during the
Covid 19 pandemic, when the positive impact that green spaces can have on the physical and mental wellbeing of

users became even more apparent.

As a council we are always aiming to improve the life chances and outcomes for our residents, and the improvements
we’re making within Burrs can support us greatly in this ambition. Attracting more people to the park for recreation,
exercise, and social events, will improve an individual’s wellbeing and has the potential to help us to address some of
the complex health, social, environmental, and economic challenges faced across the borough. To achieve this, we
need to make sure that Burrs has the infrastructure, facilities and management to support this.

1.1 Health and Wellbeing

In 2015, the [ndices of Multiple Deprivation ranked Bury the 144th most deprived local authority area of the UK, out of
a total of 326 areas. It also highlighted that Bury is very diverse in terms of deprivation with almost 11,000 local people

living within areas that rank amongst the 10% most deprived areas in England, and others living in wards that are much
less deprived.

After decades of improvement, increases in life expectancy for Bury people have stalled and life expectancy, and

healthy life expectancy, in Bury are now lower than the rest of the country. According to the Bury Moving Strategy|
published in 2020, in the most deprived parts of region, the onset of poor health begins at age 54 for men and 56.5 for

women, up to 13 years before state pension age.

The Bury Health Profild 2019, published by Public Health England, highlighted that physical activity rates in our area are
low. More recently, the Bury Moving Strategy] published in 2020 stated that more than one in four adults in the

borough are classed as inactive, doing less than 30 minutes of physical activity a week. A similar percentage of young
people are not meeting Chief Medical Officer guidelines for physical activity. In 2021, a report on obesity from the Bury
Health and Wellbeing Board noted that around 63% of adults and 30 % of year 6 children in Bury are now overweight
and obese, with the numbers of Reception age children in this category increasing significantly to 41.9%, well more

than the national average of 27.7%.

“| visit Burrs to site with my autistic granddaughter
and allow the sound of the river to calm and refresh
our spirits”
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These figures highlight the need to spend more time on the development of projects and strategies that support both
the physical and mental health and wellbeing of residents in Bury. Burrs Country Park can help tackle these issues, and
it can contribute to improving the quality of life for local people. Expanding facilities, offering a range of social and
community activities, encouraging people to spend more time in nature, and making the site accessible and welcoming
for everyone, will encourage people to visit more and stay for longer. Each visit will provide the opportunity for people
to benefit from all the positive outcomes that spending time outside in green spaces brings - increased physical activity
levels, improved mental wellbeing, reduced stress and anxiety, and less loneliness and isolation.

1.2 Community

The population of Bury is now over 190,700, and it has been growing since 2006. Even though the borough is more
populated than ever before, many people locally still struggle to find places to come together, build relationships,
make connections with others, and feel part of a joined up, connected, community. In 2019, reported
on the growing number of young people feeling isolated. They highlighted that, while most people associate loneliness
with the elderly, many young adults also struggle socially and find it difficult to meet other people. A survey carried out
by the found 49% of adults in Greater Manchester don’t feel well connected to, or part of, their local
community. They also found 54% people in Greater Manchester felt they had become far less involved with their
community over time, and 55% said their neighbours are strangers to them. Burrs can provide a space for people to do
this - the park is inclusive, open to all sections of the community, and offers everyone the opportunity to engage with
the people around them.

Burrs, with its accessible routes and pathways, has the potential support individuals and communities in a huge
number of ways - people can enjoy walks, connect with community groups, volunteer, spend time in nature, join
health and fitness teams, and take part in many, many, other activities that can all reinforce social cohesion and give
people a sense of belonging. The park also offers us a fantastic venue for a huge range of events that can bring Bury
residents, and people from across Greater Manchester, together. It can host everything from small, local, gatherings to
large occasions and celebrations and the more our residents spend time here, the more they will feel connected to the
space, and to the community around them.

During times of economic hardship, which many Bury residents are currently experiencing, the range of freely available
activities provided in Burrs becomes particularly important — unlike a lot of other services and pursuits, using Burrs is
free and accessible for all. Burrs can engage everyone, doesn’t exclude anyone, and can offer things that inspire and
bring people together.

“It’s just a lovely place to go with my granddaughter, lots of
space to run around safely. | have always visited Burrs since my
children were small, my daughter had a canoe birthday party at
the park when she was 10; she’s now 26.”

33[[ ?y February 2023 DRAFT

COUNCIL


https://www.burytimes.co.uk/news/17356683.loneliness-young-adults/
https://www.rochdaleonline.co.uk/news-features/2/news-headlines/125129/almost-half-of-adults-in-greater-manchester-don%E2%80%99t-feel-part-of-their-local-community

Burrs Country Park Strategy

1.3 Environment

Protecting our environment is more important to people than that it has ever been. In 2020, the|[Natural England’y

People and Nature Survey| revealed that almost 9 out of 10 adults in England say that protecting the environment is

important to them, and nearly 75% of adults are concerned about loss of biodiversity. Recognising the benefit that

natural assets like Burrs can have on an area is increasingly important, and the[Greater Manchester Combined

Authority (GMCA) Natural Environment Topic paperd published in 2019 and 2021 outline some key strategies and

ambitions for improving the environment and green infrastructure across the region. Since 2018, The Green Summi

led by the Mayor of Greater Manchester, has been working on a new environmental vision for Greater Manchester to
become one of Europe’s leading green cities. As part of this, the group considered how Greater Manchester could find
new ways to manage and invest in the natural environment, as well as accelerate its activities to reduce carbon
emissions and to tackle climate change.

Bury Councils Climate Action Strategy 2027 highlights the need for greenspaces such as Burrs Country Park to help with

tackling global climate issues on a local level. The biodiversity within Burrs is plentiful, with the woodlands, rivers and
riverbanks, gardens and wildflowers, providing a rich variety of habitats for mammals, birds, insects, aquatic, and plant
life. The planned works will support this thriving environment and would see the introduction of more native trees and
plants, and support for the ongoing work that tackles aggressive, non-native species like Himalayan Balsam.

If we can continue to help the natural environment flourish, then we can not only enhance the wellbeing of our
residents, but also the planet by supporting the environmental ambitions for the region by helping to achieve our
climate strategy ambitions of reducing temperature and air pollution. Also, as people appreciate the positive impact
that trees, flowers, wildlife and green space has on their health, they are much more likely to become better stewards

of the environment in the future.
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1.4 Economy

[The GMCA Natural Environment Topic paperd also outline the huge impact that high-quality green space can have on

the economy of the areas they’re located in. Financial benefits can be seen in terms of reduced NHS and health costs
associated with low physical activity and mental health support, pollutant removal, and economic gains in terms of
increased recreation options and attracting new business to an area. Although our borough is blessed with open space,
it is the large spaces, like Burrs, that can generate income and secondary spend for Bury from hosting both small, local,
events and large occasions and celebrations too. Country Parks can also increase house prices locally, as buyers are
willing to pay a premium to be near quality green space.

A well maintained, attractive, Country Park also has the potential to increase the number of external visitors and
tourists to a town too. As Burrs is situated in the heart of Bury, it already offers convenient access routes for public
transport users, drivers, walkers, cyclists and even holiday makers attracted to Bury by facilities like the caravan park
within the site.. The lush, natural, environment, combined with the heritage features such as the East Lancashire
Railway and historic industrial mills, as well as the art and culture provided along the Irwell Sculpture Trail, all have the
potential to attract thousand more visitors every year — but the park needs to have the up to date facilities and
infrastructure required to support them.

“I have been going to Burrs to walk my dogs for many years. |
now have mobility problems and the absence of benches is be-
coming a problems for me”
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2. Consultation

A formal public consultation process was undertaken to help determine what the priority areas for improvements
within Burrs should be. This was split in to two phases:

2.1 Phase 1 Consultation

Phase 1 consultation began in January 2021. Due to ongoing issues related to the Covid 19 pandemic, the consultation
was done via an online survey and shared on social media, by email, and delivered by post to homes closest to the
park . It was also sent to over 40 key stakeholder organisations and groups who use the park regularly. The full list of
those involved is available in Appendix 1.

The survey asked park users to list the top 3 things they felt needed to be changed or improved within the park.
In total, 184 households, individuals, and groups responded and shared their suggestions.
There were many different proposals put forward, but the key issues were:

o 46% said that improvements to footpaths and access ways are needed. Many people commented about mud
and unsafe pathways, and some specifically mentioned improving access for wheelchairs and people with
mobility issues

o 34% said that they would like to see play areas and play facilities for children improved. Suggestions ranged
from creating a completely new play area, to improving the current trim trail. Some respondents would like
more natural play options, some would like adventure play, and others felt more traditional play equipment
should be installed. Regardless of their equipment preference, there was a general feeling that children aren’t
catered for enough at Burrs. An additional 9% of people also said that they would like the activity centre to
reopen and start doing activities / sports like cycling for children and families again

o 32% wanted car parking to be reviewed. Some suggested that more free parking was needed, others wanted the
number of spaces to remain the same but suggested paying for parking, updating the surfacing in the current car
park, and enforcing yellow line area rules more robustly (to prevent people parking inconsiderately)

o 25% requested more or improved seating should be a priority issue. Ideas ranged from installing a covered
space so people could still meet friends on wet days, to more rest spots and seating areas in key spaces around
the site

o 22% told us they would like public toilets installed so they can visit more often and stay longer

o 20% feel that improving the waterways / river / canals / ponds (for example, reinstating the canoe slalom) is

important to them
o 15% feel the park would be improved if there were more bins, or the bins were emptied more frequently

o 9% of people think the addition of some noticeboards / signage / better visitor information would be a priority
for them. This varied from general local information, walk information, plant details, historic information, and
even the introduction of an information / visitor centre
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o Other suggestions that attracted a small amount of interest included having overnight stay accommodation
options (for those without a caravan), outdoor learning and nature trails, more trees, more flowers, woodland
management projects, and improving the cycle routes through the park so users can easily link with
surrounding routes and trails

o The protection and preservation of heritage features was mentioned by several respondents. However, many
people assumed that the heritage aspects of Burrs were somehow ‘automatically’ a priority, because of their

historical significance. We agree that these features are a crucial part of Burrs, and we agreed that we would
specifically mention this in the next phase of consultation
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2.2 Phase 2 Consultation

In September 2021, we commissioned a local landscape architect to review the phase 1 findings and use them to
create a draft, visual, Burrs Country Park Masterplan for improvements. Once we had the plan, we created another
online survey. This time, the survey specifically listed all the suggestions mentioned to us during the first consultation.
We asked respondents to review the list ,and let us know which 3 of these issues were most important to them.

As before, the survey and masterplan were shared on social media and email, delivered to nearby residents directly
and sent to key stakeholder organisations.

This time, the visual masterplan was also displayed on large, colourful, boards throughout the park, shared during
community events running within Burrs at that time, and promoted by the Bury Times. As before, the full list of
contributors involved can be found in Appendix 1.

This time, almost 200 individuals, families and user groups responded with their thoughts, feedback, and ideas.
In this survey, respondents prioritised the issues as follows:

o 48% now said that providing toilet facilities within the park is their priority

o 41% of people told us improvements to paths / improving access across the site should be a priority issue

o 36% agreed that preserving and restoring the site heritage (for example, the Castlestead Roman Ruins site and
the Old Mill Site) was important to them

o 33% of respondents supported the installation of a new adventure play area

o 31% championed more woodland management / tree planting activity

o 29% want us to add colour with more wildflower planting

o 26% said that the inclusion of a nature trail within the park would be their priority

. 21% feel the provision of more bins and improved cleanliness was a key issue

o 17% told us that improving cycling connections from Burrs to other local routes and trails was on their priority
list

o 16% of people wanted more seating and picnic areas across the site

. 13% prioritised reinstating the canoe slalom along the river

. 10% said that improvements to vehicle access and parking would be a key priority for them this time

. 8% felt that providing more accommodation options within the park (for example, glamping or holiday
lets on site) to generate income for further improvements was a key issue

. 5% consider the provision of more interpretation panels / information boards / way markers a
priority
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These 2 community consultation surveys, combined with our close work with the Friends of Burrs Country Park group,

gave us a clear sense of what park users felt the priorities for Burrs should be.

As a result, we were able to update the Burrs Country Park Masterplan for improvements and formulate a detailed list
of the works that will be needed, and the funds required, to realise the plan.
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3. Burrs Masterplans for Improvements
All the key areas for improvement can be seen on the Burrs Country Park Masterplan.

We have also created two, more detailed, masterplans for the footpath improvement works and the woodland
management works. These are both huge projects that take place throughout the park area, so we felt that users
would benefit from being able to view all the planned changes in more detail. The maps are shown on the following 3
pages and there are also links to them online below for reference:

3.1 Burrs Country Park Masterplan

Click here to view the Burrs Country Masterplan for improvements online -

3.2 Burrs Country Park Footpaths Plan

Click here to view the Burrs Country Park Footpaths plan online -

3.3 Burrs Country Park Woodland Management Plan

Click here to view the Burrs Country Park Woodland plan online - Woodland Managemend
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4. Action Plan

The consultation process confirmed what the priority issues are for park users. From this, we were able to create the
three masterplans for improvement. And, once we had these, we were able to create a detailed action plan to move
the project forward.

4.1 Key Themes

The action plan organised the improvement work under the following 10 key themes:
o Traffic Management

o Footpaths Works

. Heritage

. Buildings

. Wellbeing

. Activities

. Interpretation / Site Furniture

. Gateways

. Green Space

o Blue Space ( the river and lodges within the park)

Within each theme, specific projects have been identified, prioritised, and costed.

As the project progresses, each project will be assigned to a particular individual, group or team who will be
responsible for sourcing the funding and delivering the scheme — with guidance and support from Bury Council.

In total, the action plan aims to deliver 77 individual projects between 2022 and 2030, with much of the work taking
place over the next 3 years. The table on the following page lists all projects and costs as of October 2022. However, it
must be noted this is a working document and is likely to change as the project develops.
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4.2 Costs, Funding and Timescales
The total estimated cost for all Burrs planned improvements is currently £3,036,184.
4.2.1 High Priority Projects

Bury Council has already identified and committed £794,000 to the project which will fund projects taking place in the
financial years 2022/24. This funding will be used to deliver the following high priority changes:

o Upgrade the car park overflow area
o Undertake repairs in other parking sites
o Improve the condition of some main footpaths and bridges (Canoe Course Bridge, Water wheel Bridge and Pipe

Bridge) to resolve ongoing issues with localised flooding

o Improve the show ground access for general pedestrian use but also for large events such as the Bury show

o Improve the children’s trim trail play area

o Environmental improvements including tree planting and wildflower planting (and pond creation if possible)
. Make entrances and gateways more welcoming

. Make good the canoe pool retaining wall and the retaining wall near The Lamppost Café overflow.

. Provide more seating and bins for visitors

. Work with local businesses on projects that will bring more income and visitors into Burrs. For example the

relocation of the Sunnywood Project into the Stock Street building, and support The Lamppost Café function
room offer at the former activity centre

. Disabled toilet provision
The remainder of the work listed on the action plan will be developed and delivered between 2024 and 2030.

Some of the remaining £2,242,184 funding needed will be provided by Bury Council — some through the potential
capital budget (although this is a dwindling resource), and some through Section 106 monies (funding the council
receives from housing developments).

External funders will also be approached to provide support. Possible funders include the National Lottery Heritage
Fund (for heritage features), Landfill Tax sources (such as Veolia, Suez, Viridor and Biffa) and sport related sources
(such as Sport England and British Canoeing for canoe, kayak, and water-based activities).

Increasing income generating events and activities within the park is also being considered, as is recruiting more
volunteers to work across the site and support projects in the future.

A full list of our possible funding sources can be found in Appendix 2.

It must be noted that, the cost estimates and information detailed in the action plan is a true reflection as of February 2023.
Council Officer, Graham Schoon, is responsible for updating and tracking any changes to the document going forward.
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4.2.2 Medium Priority Projects

Once the high priority tasks have been delivered, we will move on to address the medium priority projects. The aim is

to deliver these between 2023 and 2027. This phase of work includes:

Footpath Improvements in the following areas:

The path alongside the canal feeder (marked A on the footpath masterplan)
The aqueduct / riverside link pathway (marked C on the footpath masterplan)
The pipe bridge link at Woodhill Road (marked F on the footpath masterplan)
The riverside loop walkway (marked g on the footpath masterplan)

One pedestrian bridge

The railway access route

Works to protect and promote the following Heritage features within the park:

The wheel pit

The weir sluices

The canal feeder/overflows
The chimney and mill floor
The beam engine remains

Iron age fort at Castlesteads

Development work on the following buildings:

Garages close to the Brown Cow Pub

The introduction of interpretation, signage and more site Furniture including:

Water safety signs
General directional signage

Way markers for information and measured walks

Gateway

Woodhill gateway

Green space works and management such as:

Woodland management works around the site
Hedge management

Wild flower planting and habitat creation

Bl
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4.2.3 Low Priority Projects

The following projects have been identified as low priority projects and will be tackled in the final phase of the project.
We will aim to deliver these changes between 2027 and 2030. This phase of work includes:

Better traffic management plans including:

Make good the pedestrian area near the Lamppost Café

Woodhill road surface improvements

Updating the Chimney car park

Vehicular bridge - widening

Bicycle storage at stock street car park

. Bicycle storage at former activity centre

More work to upgrade the footpaths in the following locations:

o At the Brown Cow environs area (marked L on the footpath masterplan)
o Along the Café link pathway (marked H on the footpath masterplan)

o At the access road to overflow car parks (marked | on the footpath masterplan)
Building works at:

o The Stock Street depot

Provision of more wellbeing facilities:

o The potential introduction of an adventure play space

Improving access to water activities by:

o Reinstating features along the canoe slalom course

o Adding more fishing pegs

. Improving angling access to the river

Adding further interpretation and site furniture:

o Public Wi-Fi

Gateway Access and Footpath Links into Burrs:

Improvements in the following locations: Pigs Lea / How Lea / Plumpton Drive / Burrs Close / Sleaford Close /
Springside

General improvements to blue spaces including:

. The river, lodges and pond
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4.3 Monitoring & Evaluation

It is proposed that actions and progress on all activity will be reviewed and tracked by Council Officer, Graham Schoon
and shared at the Friends of Burrs meetings which take place every 3 months. The meetings are attended by the
Friends of Burrs community group, local residents, council officers and local councillors, as well as representation from
other local groups and businesses when required or needed. Key delivery partners, contractors, or developers,
employed to complete works may also become part of the meeting.

Minutes will be taken by the group during each meeting and shared with all, including the public, council officers and
management, councillors and with Bury Council Directors who retain overall responsibility for the development of
Burrs.

It is also proposed that once work begins, a review and evaluation of works and priorities will take place every two
years, with a larger, formal, review of all works in 2030.
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5. Key Partners

Bury Council will maintain overall responsibility for Burrs Country Park, and the projects undertaken across the site.
However, the successful delivery of this strategy relies heavily on the support of the partner organisations that work
within, and deliver their services within, the boundaries of Burrs. Like the council, these groups want to see the park
improve and they’re eager to see visitor numbers increase too. They recognise that they have a role to play in
delivering the changes, and understand that a project of this scale, and the possible benefits it could bring to the park
and their organisations, cannot be delivered by the council alone.

Many of the groups have provided formal letters of support that can be shared with funders if required. These can be
found in Appendix 3.

All of the partner organisations have already been extensively involved the consultation process, meetings, and project
planning. The exact role of each partner going forward has been determined by their expertise, time pressures,
capability, their vision, and their objectives.

Partners vary between community and voluntary organisations and private business operating within Burrs.

A full list of partners can be found in Appendix 4.
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Appendix 1 - Community Consultation Process Notes

The consultation opportunities were shared via the following:

Phase 1 Consultation:

Brandlesholme Residents Association email database
Greenmount Village Community email database
Friends of Burrs Facebook

The Lamppost café Facebook

Email list of 40 key stakeholders including organisations such as the Burrs Caravan Park, The Environment
Agency and East Lancashire Railway

Ward councillors for the 3 closest wards

The social media platforms of key partners

Phase 2 Consultation:

This survey was shared again with all of the Phase 1 contacts listed above. In addition, it was shared via:

Email with over 150 people who gave us their direct email addresses following the original consultation in Jan 21

Using 6 large, and 4 medium, colourful signs and notices within the park. Each sign had a QR code that could be
scanned and would take visitors directly to the survey

Promoted masterplans at live events within the park

Bury Times Press release —|https://www.burytimes.co.uk/news/19582309.park-masterplan-see-bury-haven
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Appendix 2 - Potential Funding Sources

Local Authority

In Bury, many open spaces are managed, and improvements are made by the local authority. The management and
improvement of spaces are usually funded from the authority’s general revenue and capital budgets, which is financed
from local taxation and/or government transfers. Open space provision is one of many services funded from this
budget and various department must compete for this financial resource. The decision about how the general revenue
budget is distributed among competing services is made by councillors. Bury Council also has several annual sources of
funding which would potentially raise the standard of Burrs Country Park. If co-ordinated well, the following sources of

funds could have a large positive impact on Burrs as an open space: [Grants to voluntary and community groups)

aligned with priorities and other investments)

Section 106

Planning agreements can ensure funding for the provision and management of urban green space in, and around, new
residential and commercial developments. Planning Obligations (or section 106/s106 agreements) are an established
and valuable mechanism for securing planning matters arising from a development proposal. They are commonly used
to bring development in line with the objectives of sustainable development. The delivery of environmental
improvements can partly be covered using development agreements such as planning conditions, local area
agreements and Section 106 ‘planning gain’ agreements. They are all important additional sources of funding that
should be maximised wherever appropriate.

External Funding

Possible sources of external funding have been listed below. However, it is worth noting that the funding landscape
can change, so this will be reviewed on a regular basis.

Landfill Tax

A tax is imposed on every tonne of that goes to landfill in Bury, and a proportion of this tax can be used to benefit
local people who live in the vicinity of a landfill operation The main landfill sources available to Burrs are:

o FUEZ Communities Trusi provides funding awards of up to £50,000 to not-for-profit organisations in England

o alencia Communities Fund is an independent, not-for-profit organisation which provides funding for

community. heritage and biodiversity projects around the UK through the Landfill Communities Fund and
Scottish Landfill Communities Fund

o Veolia Environmental Trusfl support a wide range of community and environmental projects throughout England.

. Although Biffa won’t fund local authorities directly, they will fund improvements led by community
based organisations with a lease in place on the land or building to be improved
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The Heritage Lottery Fund

As Burrs has both an important historical, industrial past, and also a thriving natural heritage offer, applying to HLF
should be considered. This fund could help preserve the condition of Burrs’ heritage features, such as the Chimney and
Wheel Pits, and it can also help us share more information with visitors about the area’s historical past. A built heritage
management plan has been completed for all the heritage features within the park, and it can be viewed here:
Heritage Management Plan]

Greater Manchester Environment Fund

This is a new fund, launched in 2022. The fund aims to ensure there is support for funding projects that will resolve
environmental and natural health issues in the diverse communities around Greater Manchester.

FCC Community Action Fund

This particular fund misses Burrs Country Park itself, however funds could be accessed to install signage and improve
routes from the north of the park to the site.

Charitable Trusts

There are around 9,000 charitable trusts in the UK, giving out over £2 billion per year. Some operate at a very local
level, others are regional and national. Many prefer to fund specific projects or ‘one-off’ pieces of work, rather than
contribute to ongoing running costs over a long period of time. Competition for grants can also be extremely high (on
average, less than 10% of applications are successful) but some detailed research into possible funding streams within
this sector is highly recommended. Bury Council have access to a programme called which can help with
this process.

Burrs Income Generating Opportunities

Opportunities for generating revenue income such as licensing and franchising agreements, sponsorship, entry fees,
mobile shops, building hire and car park charges, are all ways in which funding from the private sector and users of
urban green space can be sourced. Research into income generating options should be encouraged, and the potential
of expanding the number of organised events within the park should be explored and maximised. Some progress has
already been made (for example, the expansion of The Lamppost Café and the inclusion of more outdoor events such
as Bury Agricultural Show) but the team could consider other options such as renting out other assets for the use of
local community-based organisations too.
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Corporate Social Responsibility

It is assumed that there are many companies within Bury currently contributing towards an array of community
projects. However, many of these companies may contribute monies to good causes which are of a national
significance, rather than investing in local community-based organisations or projects. Currently there is no known
dialogue, coordination or mechanism to encourage local companies to donate formally to organisations and projects
for to the benefit of local people. Further exploration in to this sector, possibly by a new working group, is encouraged.

Voluntary and Community Sector Support

Not-for-profit organisations, voluntary, and community groups, can contribute time, labour, raise funds and help the
council generate a sense of local ownership of, and pride in, our urban green space and play areas. The current value
of ‘gift in kind’ (in time input) through individuals in Burrs Country Park is outstanding. The following groups meet
regularly and already secure investment and tackle projects that improve Burrs for the benefit of the wider

community:

) The Friends of Burrs

. Bury Voluntary Ranger Service
o Burrs Gardening Group

. The Sunnywood Project

. East Lancashire Railway

o Bury Canoe and Kayak Club
. Ramsbottom Angling Association

This enthusiasm needs to be supported and encouraged wherever possible. Our local community has many skills that
could be useful, and also a willingness to learn more skills if training can be provided. Investing in training (for example
woodland management skills) in the short term, could deliver cost savings and benefits to Burrs over the long term.

An estimated list of funders and funds (based on the current funding landscape) can been seen on the following page.
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As of February 2023, the table below shows the potential source and value of funding which could be applied for and
secured for the intended improvements up to 2030. This gives us some indication as to where to start the fund raising,
and is by no means the only sources of funding. Please note fund raising is not guaranteed and will change year on
year.

FUNDING SOURCE SECURED AMOUNT UNSECURED AMOUNT
Bury Council Capital — secured and spent pre-2021 £88,000
Bury Council Capital — 2021 / 22 secured £100,000
City of trees — 2021 / 22 secured £50,000
Bury Council Capital — 2022 / 23 secured £300,000
Bury Council Health Grant — 2022 / 23 secured £15,000
Bury Council Play Strategy 2022 / 23 secured £25,000
Section 106 - secured £90,000
Bury Council Footpaths — secured 2022 / 23 £8,000
Landfill — secured 2022 / 23 £50,000
Changing Places Grant (Toilet provision) £68,000
Further landfill over next 8 years - unsecured £243,184
Greater Manchester Environment Fund — 2022 / 23 £40,000
unsecured
Heritage Lottery Fund over next 8 years - unsecured £560,000
Private investment over next 8 years - unsecured £50,000
EA / Sport England / British Canoeing over next 8 years - £505,000
unsecured
Further Bury Council sourced funding (Capital and / or £800,000
section 106) over next 8 years
British Running over next 8 years £6,000
British Angling over next 8 years £14,000
Gift in Kind over next 8 years £24,000
TOTALS £794,000 £2,242,184
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Appendix 3 - Letters of Support

Bl

COUNCIL

Our ref cuuncpcgj

Date

Please ask for
Direct line
E-mail

Cllr Alan Quinn
c/o Town Hall
Knowsley Street
Bury

BL9 OSW
20.07.2022

SUPPORT OF BURRS STRATEGY

I am writing to express my support for the Bury Council Strategy for Burrs Country
Park.

As our towns and villages around Bury become busier with more people and cars,
places like this become even more valuable to residents, and visitor numbers to Burrs
are growing all the time. People use Burrs as an area to play, an exercise area, a
sports venue, a place to relax, and place to come together for community events and
fun occasions too. Residents also use Burrs as somewhere to get close to nature,
enjoy the green space and fresh air.

The positive impact of this green space on the mental and physical wellbeing of users
cannot be underestimated - especially as people recover from the recent health crisis.
The park also brings social value to Bury, working as a free-to-use public space where
everyone is welcome, and it also brings huge environmental value to the borough too.
The fields, woodlands, and waterways all provide natural habitats for wildlife - for
mammals, birds, insect, aquatic, and plant life, and maintaining the site, and
protecting the biodiversity of spaces like this, is essential to help councils like ours
achieve our conservation objectives for residents. The trees and plants that are
already here, and the additional planting planned as part of the strategy, can also
play an important role in moderating temperature, improving the air quality, and
reducing pollutants locally.

By investing in our green spaces long term, were investing in our area and the
people within it. We need imaginative projects, like this one, to protect the special
places we have and to enhance them and improve them so people can enjoy their
benefits long into the future. This strategy will, in my opinion, keep people visiting the
park, encourage them to visit more and stay longer, and help nurture a love of the
wider environment and green spaces for all.

Yours sincerely

Clir Alan Quinn
Cabinet Member Environment, Climate Change and Operations
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A

EAST LANCASHIRE RAILWAY
s/

Bolton Street Station, Bury, BL? OEY. Telephone: 0161 764 6955, Fax: 0161 763 4481
6th June 2022
To: Friends of Burrs Country Park
Re: Letter of Support
| am pleased support the ambitious and exciting development strategy for Burrs Country Park.
Its very clear that the many years of hard and determined work carried by the Friends Group, ably
supported by Bury Council, has paid off with the development of a funded and targeted workplan
which gives good visibility over the whole works programme.
The diversity of the programme with its |0 priority action areas is well thought through and ensures
that no part of the park is not being developed for its thousands of users and groups who visit the

park each year.

The development programme ensures the future of the park for many generations to come to enjoy
this very important green space with its free access for all to enjoy.

This is an important and worthwhile project and the ELR are pleased to give its wholehearted
support and wish the Friends Group good luck with their development plan.

Yours sincerely,

Mike Kelly
Chairman

HEYWOOCD - BURY - RAMSBOTTOM - RAWTENSTALL

Web: www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk E-mail: general.manager @eastlancsrailway.co.uk
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17 Sleaford Close
Bury
17.05.22 BL8 1XF

The Friends of Burrs Country Park (FOB) are writing to express their support for the Bury Council
Strategy for Burrs Country Park.

Burrs is much loved by the people of Bury, and visitor numbers have been growing for several years.
It's a place for people to enjoy walks, play, get fresh air, get closer to nature, attend events, exercise,
appreciate local wildlife, and socialise with friends. Visitor numbers increased again during the
pandemic and show no sign of falling again —which is wonderful to see, and a clear sign that local
people value the park greatly. As Burrs attracts more people from close to home, and further afield,
it is essential that the site remains accessible, safe, and enjoyable for people of varied abilities,
backgrounds, and interests. Consequently, we are pleased to see that the Council have pulled
together this strategy to provide a long-term plan for improvements, development, and protections
across the whale site.

We want Burrs to flourish, and our work with the community in and around the park confirms that
many visitors feel the same. The strategy recognises the positive impact that green space and
outdoor activity can have on the mental and physical wellbeing of Bury residents, and we’re pleased
to see that the council is making provision for more fantastic things like tree planting, wildflowers,
river works, adventure play options, and better parking. We are, however, especially pleased to see
that the strategy includes plans to tackle several key issues that people raise with us too including
problems with waterlogged, uneven, footpaths and surfacing that make walking routes hazardous,
the lack of washroom / toilet facilities that prevent people from visiting for longer periods of time,
and proposals to safeguard the local heritage features that we are lucky to have scattered around
the park.

FOB is a dedicated group of volunteers who work tirelessly to keep the park in good order for
visitors, and raise small amounts of revenue for improvements, all year round. Despite the best
efforts of our dedicated volunteers, Burrs Country Park now needs this comprehensive strategy from
Bury Council. If realised, this strategy will allow the park to thrive and become a wonderful green,
outdoor, community hub that visitors to Burrs will appreciate and visit long into the future.

Yours sincerely
Hilary Marshall

CHAIR
Friends of Burrs Country Park
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-
Lamppost Café

BURRS COUNTRY PARK

1 August 2022

We have been running The Lamppost Café in Burrs Country Park since 2018. During our time here, we
have met some wonderful people and seen first-hand what this park means to both the residents who
live nearby, and those who travel from other regions to visit. The people who visit our café and function
room - and Burrs Park - do so for a huge variety of reasons. there are families out with children, elderly
people having a walk, cyclists passing through, water sports enthusiasts, nature lovers, gardening groups,
event companies and corporates, and residents who are looking to escape their homes / laptops /
whatever and enjoy some fresh air. The popularity of Burrs continues to grow with people visiting from
all different areas. The park currently works well for some people, but we find that a lack of attention and

investment in certain areas of the park risks putting some visitors off returning.

After reviewing the new Bury Council Strategy for Burrs, we think the plan will have a hugely positive
impact not only within Burrs, but also a positive impact on the other businesses located nearby and across
the Bury region. The plan shows a commitment to improving facilities and amenities for everyone who
visits but is also focused on protecting the environment and green spaces that attract people to the area.
This strategy for improvements, and investing in Burrs, will make the park more popular, increase visitor
numbers to Bury and Bury businesses, and provide exciting work and project opportunities for firms and

community groups locally too.

As an ex-Bury Grammar School girl, | am proud of Bury and all that has been achieved to date; Bury has
further great potential, which is why we selected it as the base for our own business. This Strategy shows
a real commitment from the local authority to make life better for residents and businesses, and we fully
support the Council in their ambitions for Burrs.

Yours sincerely

Nicola Gregson

The Lamppost - Hounds & Humans Ltd.

Hounds & Humans Limited, Burrs Country Park, Woodhill Road, Bury. BL8 1DA
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Appendix 4 - Key Partners

o Friends of Burrs — a collection of residents and park users who are passionate about the park

o The Lamppost Café — a private café and function room serving tea, cake, ice cream and lunches to visitors
o The Brown Cow Pub — a public house situated within the heart of the park

o Burrs Caravan Park — a large, busy, caravan site within the park that welcomes visitors from all over the UK
. East Lancs Railway

o Proffitts — Investing in Communities

o The Sunnywood Project

The team at Bury Council would like to thank all partners for the time, energy and work that they have already putin
to making changes across Burrs. We would also like to thank them for committing to work with us until the
improvement project completes in 2030.
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