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Welcome to Trickett's Memorial Ground.
Sir Henry Whittaker Trickett - 'The Slipper King'
Henry Whittaker Trickett was born in modest circumstances in
Waterfoot in 1858 and lived there all his life. Henry started work
as a 'half-timer' at the age of eight. Aged 17 he was an
apprentice block printer in the felt industry. Seven years later he
was a 'traveller' - a travelling salesman - and in 1883 borrowed
£75 to start his own business with two employees. In 1889 he
bought the redundant Gaghills Mill for £1,100 and one year later
was employing 220 people making 35,000 pairs of slippers a
week.
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Gunner John Bradley. The first and
youngest of the 44 men to die.

Image reproduced with kind permission
from The Rossendale Free Press

Sir H W Trickett
Image reproduced with kind permission
from The Whitaker Museum, Rawtenstall

Gaghills Mill

Gaghills Mill
The mill was on the opposite side of Burnley Road East from
where you are standing, at a lower level than the road. Originally
a cotton mill it had a large single storey area bounded by the
River Whitewell and Booth Road and fronted by an imposing
four storey stone building. All these buildings were demolished
in the 1980s but the company offices and a single storey
warehouse behind them are still there as is the factory bowling
green and both Gaghills Terrace and Gaghills House which Sir
Henry and his family lived in at the time of his death.
Sir H W Trickett Ltd boasted the largest 'closing room' in the
world just after World War One with 300 women and girl
employees preparing 72,000 pairs of slipper uppers a week and
a total workforce of around 1,000 including men and boys.

Not all forty-four were in fighting units, several served as medical
orderlies, but this didn't prevent them from being injured or killed
as they worked on the front lines. The youngest was 18 at the
time of his death - he was also the first to die - and the oldest 39.
Most were unmarried, but some left widows and children. Before
leaving for war service they worked in a variety of jobs at
Gaghills, including manufacturing and office work. All lived within
a mile or two of the factory. As was normal in WWI most were
buried in the country where they died, from France and Belgium
to Turkey, Egypt, Iraq, Greece and Israel. Two died in this
country and are buried in Bacup Cemetery. Some have 'no
known grave' and are remembered on the large memorials in
France and Belgium.

The forty-four names on the
bronze tablet at the entrance
gateway are those of the
employees of Gaghills Mill who
died as a result of their war
service in World War One (1914
-1918). Some died from their
injuries, some from illness, and
some from accidents which
happened when the men should
have considered themselves
safe away from the Front Line.
The first to lose his life was
John Bradley on 1st  September
1915 and the last Cecil Kershaw
who died having returned home
to Bacup in 1917 but then
succumbed to wounds and
illness on 17th  August 1919.

Henry introduced many innovations for his employees such as a
rest room with first aid facilities, and a profit-sharing scheme.
The company had offices on three continents and Jamaica. He
was Knighted in 1909 and was Mayor of Rawtenstall five times.
As well as his slipper manufacturing business 'Sir H W' as he
was known locally built the imposing and innovative Trickett's
Arcade shopping centre and flats in Waterfoot and was
prominent in the life of many Baptist churches in Rossendale.

In 1911 he gave a talk in New
York where he suggested that
war was looming in Europe.
Sadly, this came true to
devastating effect on many of
his employees and their
families, but Sir Henry himself
didn't see it as he died at his
home - Gaghills House - aged
56 on 3rd August 1913, a year
and a day before the outbreak
of war. He is buried, with his
wife and three daughters, in the
graveyard of Waterbarn Baptist
Church in Stacksteads.

The 44 Men

To find out more about Trickett's Memorial Ground and the
forty four men commemorated here visit
www.trickettsmemorialground.co.uk or scan the QR code
below.
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