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If you are interested in what is going on in our village please visit our website or join 
our mailing list, contact chairperson@greenmountvillage.org.uk 

Peel Tower Conditions Report Update 
As mentioned in our previous newsletter, Bury Council are 
working alongside Proffitts – Investing in Communities, and 
the Greenmount Village Community group on a project to 
assess the condition of Peel Tower. 
  
The project, which has been funded by the amazing team at 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund, is now well underway and ecologists and heritage specialists have 
already been busy surveying the site to get a clearer idea of the works needed to repair the monument, and 
to protect the upland grass / moorland and wildlife habitats surrounding the tower. Before the end of the 
year, further work including a topographical survey, digital survey, video, and visits from structural engineers 
will take place. 

 Alongside the survey works, project partners at The Sunnywood Project have 
been running several Peel Tower / Holcombe Moor themed walks and talks too. 
There have been 5 sessions with over 150 people so far, with even more 
educational sessions with schools and a sphagnum moss planting session due 
to take place in the coming months. During the sessions, the groups pass key 
historical features on the moor including Pilgrim’s Cross and Ellen Strange’s 
memorial, learn about the fantastic work conducted by the National Trust to 
protect the sensitive grasslands and peatland on the moor, and even get the 
opportunity to go inside of Peel Tower and climb to the top of to marvel at the 
views across Greater Manchester and beyond. 

  
Local children from Emmanuel Holcombe Primary School will also be visiting the local 
archives to learn more about Sir Robert Peel, and they’ll be working with an artist to design 
new interpretation panels for Holcombe Hill. One of the panels will focus on the history of 
the Peel and the tower, and the other will use the ecological survey information to share 
key natural heritage details with visitors. 
  

In October, a group of heritage enthusiasts were also given the opportunity 
to spend the day learning lime mortar pointing skills from heritage 
specialists at Sympathetic Works Ltd. This is a crucial skill for preserving 
historic buildings, and it provided an amazing opportunity for the volunteers 
to learn more about traditional craftsmanship. Early next year, local 
residents with an interest in the history of Tottington and Holcombe will also 
be able to take part in guided heritage walks – so there’s still a lot to look 
forward to! 
  
This project is a really great example of the wonderful work that can be done when local partners work 
together – and we’d like to thank everyone involved so far for their enthusiasm, hard work, and support. If 
you’d like to keep across the progress of the project, you can do that here: www.proffittscic.com/
community-projects/peel-tower-conditions-project-bury/   

Photos courtesy of The Sunnywood Project 

Our legendary apple juice (2025 vintage) is bottled, labelled and on sale right now. Every 
penny of profit goes straight back into our beautiful little orchard too! 
 
It’s crisp, it’s pure, it’s the most hyper local apple juice you are going 
to find round these parts. Apples grown, picked and pressed by hand, 
and by volunteers only. Ingredients: nowt but heritage apples!! 
 
Get your one litre bottles now from Plentiful Wholefoods in 
Ramsbottom, Greenmount Butchers and Tottington Butchers.   

For 10 litre boxes please contact  us via our website, www.hollymountorchard.org.uk 

Also, courtesy of a bonanza of volunteer effort this autumn , next spring there  will be a blanket of crocus 
colour in the orchard. 

Greenmount Remembers 
 

We thank Greenmount 
Church for a sombre 
service in which we 
remembered those who 
have fought for our country 
and continue to do so. 
There was a great turn out 
from our community and 
refreshments were served 
in church afterwards. 
Tracey Hayhoe, one of our 
committee members, 
presented the wreath on 
behalf of GVC. 

Kirklees Valley Wildlife Rescue Appeal 

Kirklees Valley Wildlife Rescue are requesting your help.  Please could you 
collect your unwanted newspapers, which they use for animal care, and 
deliver them to the donation bins at the back of Greenmount Old School. 

 
If you are interested in volunteering please visit their website 

www.kirkleesvalleywildlife.org or call 01204 884086 
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