Press Release – 29 September 2014
£75,000 funding boost for Copperas Field, Droylsden
Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council and the Friends of Copperas Field are celebrating the news that they have received a fantastic funding boost for a major project on Copperas Field, Droylsden.  

Funding for the work is being provided by SITA Trust, who awarded a grant of £25,000, and Biffa Award who provided a grant of £50,000. The funding has been made available from the Landfill Communities Fund and will be used to provide a new nature zone aimed at children 8 years and younger creating opportunities for natural play. 

The project will completely transform what was once an underused open space into a versatile, accessible green recreation area, which will have added interest through landscaping in the form of trees, plants, seating and signage.  

CLLR Kieran Quinn, who represents Droylsden East ward at Tameside Council, said: “Whilst the Council plays an important role in supporting community groups, this funding is well deserved recognition of all the hard work carried out by the ‘Friends of Copperas Field'.  The members of this group are some of the most active volunteers in the borough and it is a fantastic achievement. We are proud to give our support and happy to help them succeed.”                   
Jools Granville of SITA Trust added “We are delighted to have supported this project through the Landfill Communities Fund. This important source of funding has been available since 1997 and has provided such worthy projects with more than £1.3 billion.”
Martin Proffitt, representing Proffitts – Investing in Communities said “We couldn’t have raised these funds without the help of the local community. They have worked really hard to get to this stage. A big thanks goes out to them and, of course, the funders.”

Graham Halliwell and Keith Crockett, Friends of Copperas Field, added "We have worked hard in partnership with Tameside Council for several years to improve the amenities and appearance of the Field. This year will be our most successful and we would like to thank Biffa and Sita for their grants making the formation of the new nature zone possible.  Alongside these works we will, with help from the Council, be providing a new wetlands area, canal walk with benches and an exercise trail, taking in the canalside, woods, wildflower meadow and nature trail, with posts to indicate distance covered."

Further information can be found here: http://www.proffittscic.com/community-projects/copperas-0field-project-manchester/ and 

https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofcopperasfields/ 
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Notes to the editor 
For information on how to apply for funding from SITA Trust call (01454) 262910 or visit www.sitatrust.org.uk 

SITA Trust
SITA Trust is an independent funding body set up in 1997 to provide funding through the Landfill Communities Fund. To date SITA Trust has supported more than 3,600 projects to a combined value of over £100 million. SITA Trust provides grants through the Landfill Communities Fund. This important source of funding has been available since 1997 and has provided such worthy projects with more than £1.3 billion.

Enhancing Communities - SITA Trust funding enhances communities in England, Scotland and Wales by supporting community driven projects to improve vital public recreation facilities such as village halls, community centres, sport, heritage, green spaces and play areas.
Biffa Award

For further information on Biffa Award and its images please contact the Biffa Award PR Team on 01636 670000 or e-mail media@rswt.org.

The project has been funded by Biffa Award, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT), which utilises landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services.

Since 1997, the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) has been awarding grants to environmental and community projects under the fund name Biffa Award. The fund administers money donated by Biffa Group Ltd, a leading integrated waste management business.

Under the Landfill Tax Regulations 1996, landfill operators like Biffa Group Ltd are liable for taxes on waste deposited in landfill sites. The Landfill Communities Fund allows them to donate a small percentage of their tax liability to projects working to improve communities living within the vicinity of landfill sites. To date, Biffa Award has awarded grants totalling more than £125 million to hundreds of worthwhile projects.

Landfill Tax and the Landfill Communities Fund
Both Biffa Award and SITA Trust receive its funding through HM Government’s Landfill Communities Fund. 

Any rubbish that is thrown away and cannot be reused ends up in a landfill site. Operators of landfill sites collect tax on each tonne of landfill for HM Treasury. The purpose of this tax is to make it more expensive to put waste into landfill, in turn encouraging us to reduce our waste and recycle more.

A small proportion of this tax can be used to support a wide range of environmental projects near landfill sites, through the Landfill Communities Fund (LCF). Through the LCF over £1.3 billion has been invested in UK projects. SITA Trust  is part of the LCF, which  is regulated on behalf of HM Government’s Revenue & Customs by ENTRUST. For further information, please visit www.entrust.org.uk.

Proffitt's - Investing in Communities (CIC) is a venture with a fresh and lively approach to community based regeneration, neighbourhood management and green space solutions. Proffitt's is committed to connecting local people with local investment and giving them the opportunity to improve their own communities through involvement and understanding.

Proffitt's is a community interest company set up in 2008. Its team has a long and varied background in community consultation and engagement, youth work, housing issues fundraising and the management of social, physical and strategy improvement work, currently within the North of England. 

In partnership, we aim to support communities by sharing knowledge directly with local people and enable them to understand the issues they face and the solutions available to them. Our staff has a professional and creative approach to work which has been developed over many years working with the public, voluntary and community sectors.  
Useful Contacts

Proffitts – Investing in Communities – Martin Proffitt (martin.proffitt@proffittscic.com) 01706 223 700

media@rswt.org (Biffa Award)

communications@sitatrust.org.uk (Sita)
Follow us on Twitter: SITATrust

