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P4C enters its busiest period!

Welcome to the fourth edition of the Paths for 
Communities (P4C) newsletter!  

You’ll be reading this newsletter against a background 
of fevered activity. Ten projects are fully completed.  The 
remaining 33 are  finishing works on the ground, pulling 
paperwork together and submitting final claims; Natural 
England staff are processing claims and carrying out site 
visits.  The ‘wettest winter on record’ has clearly had an 
impact on site work, but we’re still on track to outturn our 
budget and as you’ll see from this newsletter, we’ve got 
plenty to celebrate already.
There’s still a lot of work to do, but we know the results 
for local communities, local businesses and users of the 
countryside, will be well worth it.  Thanks to all of you 
who’ve invested so much time and effort already.  
Enjoy reading about some of our projects below, and we 
look forward to sharing more good news with you in future.

Martin Shaw, P4C Project Manager 

mailto:p4c%40naturalengland.org.uk?subject=Query%20from%20P4C%20News%20Winter%20ed.
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/access/rightsofway/p4c.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/P4C-FAQ_tcm6-32023.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/P4CApplicantHandbook_tcm6-32021.pdf


“Access for all”  to the moor

A small community-led scheme at Buckland Monachorum, Dartmoor, was opened 
by the Mayor for West Devon on 6th January.  A new 130 metre footpath avoids 
a traditional Dartmoor stone stile, enabling an easy access route from the village 
centre to the National Park. Over 20 people including local volunteers, Councillors, 
LAF members and the contractor turned up for the opening ceremony on a day in 
early January when gale force winds and torrential rain raged in the South West. 

“I have over- engineered 
the drainage for such a 
small scheme but the reality 
is that with such current 
severe weather, I’m glad I 
did!”, Richard, the contractor 
commented. The new 
dry surface was walked 
by all, followed by tasty 
refreshments at Buckland 
Chapel.

A little goes a long way

It may be only 60 metres long, but the new Kilmersdon  Link bridleway in the 
Mendips provides vital access from a bridleway to the Colliers Way national cycle 
route which crosses countryside north of the 
village. Until now, the only way to get from one to 
the other was a lengthy detour and those using 
the national cycle route could not easily make 
use of the local pub for refreshments or visit 
the village of Kilmersdon, associated with the 
nursery rhyme “Jack and Jill went up the hill.”
Mendip Bridleways and Byways Association 
worked with Sustrans as land owner, the Parish 
Council and the British Horse Society to convert 
a muddy strip with no status to an all-weather 
bridleway. 

Hot mince pies and mulled wine were served to 
the many supporters who were welcomed at the 
opening ceremony.  Ginnie Jones, project leader 

Project News



reported, “The new bridleway is already receiving a lot of use and we are delighted 
that this project is giving so much pleasure”. The bridleway was declared open as 
MBBBA members on horses, Zodiac and Mars,  cantered up the hill with Jane Yates 
from Natural England in hot pursuit on her mountain bike! 

Penrose

An important part of the Penrose P4C project is helping people enjoy Penrose, and 
helping local businesses benefit from all the access improvements being completed. 
The P4C project is supporting the creation of 2 new leaflets to help do just this.
 
Firstly, a pocket size fold out Map guide will be available for visitors to pick up 
within Helston, Porthleven and surrounding locations. This has been designed to 
showcase Penrose both as a beautiful place to visit and also the variety of routes 
and activities on offer.
 

Linked to this is a more in-depth ‘5 Trails’ 
booklet –  20 pages of guided routes packed 
with local history, wildlife and practical 
access details to help people get the most 
from their visits to the area. This will be 
available for sale at Penrose and other key 
locations in the surrounding aread, and will 
encourage people to visit, come back, tell 
their friends and really show what Helston, 
Porthleven and Penrose has to offer.

 

The P4C scheme is also funding a  completely 
new and integrated set of waymarkers around 
the newly created bridleway network at 
Penrose, helping people to navigate the routes, 
and linking the routes on the ground to the 
maps in the Guide and 5 Trails booklet.

The structures themselves are designed to 
be simple and effective, long lasting and low 
maintenance and fit comfortably within the important Cornwall AONB landscape. 
The timber posts are all made from sweet chestnut, sourced and milled locally in 
Cornwall. Thanks to our local volunteer team, the plan to install the 60 waymarkers 
is now underway, and old signs and infrastructure are being removed at the same 
time.  

Local National Trust Penrose volunteers 
install the 1st new P4C waymarker

The 5 Trails Booklet will soon be going off to print



Stoke by Nayland safer village path

Local schoolchildren cut the ribbon on their new path, giving local residents of Stoke 
by Nayland village a safe, easy-access route to shops, school, church and all other 
amenities. Thanks to a P4C grant, the new path replaces an unofficial, narrow and 
overgrown route which had little use.                    

                                                       
The alternative for those 
unable to tackle the old 
path was a dangerous 
road - with no pavement – 
and an increasing volume 
of fast-moving traffic. But 
thanks to a superb team 
including a generous 
local landowner, plenty of 
community support and 
an excellent contractor, 
applicant Vivienne 
Klimowicz drove the project 
through some challenging 
obstacles to get the path in 

place. Representatives from the whole team enjoyed refreshments at the opening 
ceremony (courtesy of the local school friends group), including Suffolk County 
Council who ensured the route was already signposted and on the Definitive Map 
and Statement.

 “If I were to start again, I would get advice about planning requirements,” says 
Vivienne. And arrangements with the bank to cover the Parish Council’s shortfall 
whilst waiting to receive their P4C grant was not without incident, either. 
But lots of positive 
comments about the 
safety and look of the path 
have come from locals. “It 
has been worthwhile – we 
could never have afforded 
this path otherwise,” says 
Vivienne.

 

Headteacher (left), Vivienne Klimowicz (right) and pupils at opening

Stoke by Nayland Safer Village 
path, links to the Stour Valley path 
and links the school to their local 
community woodland, Rowley 
Wood. Still looking good after all 
the rain!



Case story from Beck Linear Park

In the last newsletter we invited P4C projects to share their stories and we provided information 
about how you could do that. For a fantastic funding scheme like P4C, there are so many 
opportunities to write great case stories about the variety of projects which have benefitted from 
the scheme. 
Take a look at Beck Linear Park case story to see how it’s done …. 

Access for all: Disability ramp and all weather path at Blandford 
Forum

A mobility scooter ridden by Anthony Lees marked the opening of the new disability 
ramp and all weather path at Marsh and Ham Meadow, Blandford Forum, Dorset. 
The path was opened by the Mayor of Blandford, Councillor Brannigan, who said, 
“It is very pleasing to see community groups making things happen for others in 
the whole community of Blandford Forum. It is an example of what is achievable by 
working together.” Paths on the meadows are now designated as Public Rights of 
Way and will be maintained by the local authority. 
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What next...?
Well what now? Think about the lessons learnt and sustainability of the partnership. Tell us if there 

are any new opportunities as a result of completing this route.

Words to prompt you...

Visitor satisfaction

lessons learnt
Increased visitor numbers

           Do it again...

More routes?

Next project

Maintenance

Access for all

Enthusiasm

Continue the 
group?

Website
Twitter

How to find out 
more?

Quotes will make your 

story come alive, use them 

whenever you can

In October we were nominated, independently by our local MP, Nic

Dakin, and by the Town Clerk for Bottesford Parish Council, Lesley

Liddle for a North Lincolnshire Council Community Award. We

achieved Runner-up and were presented with a certificate which

takes pride of place in the Civic Hall, Bottesford.

The Bottesford Beck Bridleway has now been adopted by NLC and

will form part of the ever-extending Ironstone Walk which

commences at the Civic Centre, Scunthorpe and takes different

directions round the town and into the surrounding areas.

We had hoped to put a bridge over the Beck down towards Tata

Works but taking the path onto another public footpath and into the

village of Holme. Unfortunately, we have hit a problem with one of

the farmers who is objecting to the path going onto his land. The

FOB have made a good friend of this farmer who has other serious

problems relating to the flooding of his land. Again, we are all

working together to try and resolve this problem which won't happen

over night. Lesson learned - get the necessary permissions prior to

commencing the Bridleway Construction process.

North Lincolnshire Council have recently adopted many pathways

within the town, those mostly constructed by developers when initial

building took place. It is the intention to continue to create more

routes in and around the Scunthorpe and Bottesford areas.

Everyone is enthusiastic for the future and the FOB have more plans

in progress. Through the support of Tata we have been awarded a

Mondegreen Landfill Tax Award which we plan to use to create a

Linear Park alongside the Beck, providing seating, wild flower

meadows, more trees and shrubs and, as already mentioned, bird

boxes and an outdoor classroom which will double as a picnic area

for weekend walkers.

We are on Facebook under Friends of the Beck but are wrestling

with it, hoping to gradually become more expert. We have a web site

in progress by a couple of whizz kids but this is slow due to pressure

of work. We will get there, eventually.
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What did you achieve...?

Use this section to record what happened once the route was complete. Did it complete on time? Tell 

us about the launch event. Use quotes from users of the new route to record what they think.

Words to prompt you...

Launch

Promotion
Facebook

           Achievements...

Definitive map?

Who is using the route

Benefits

..expected

..unexpected

Health benefits
Safer route

costs
Partners

timescale
Miles...

...Start to finish

Community 
cohesion

Increased visitor numbers

Tourists
       Local

More users...
Co-operation 

Understanding

What it looks like!

If I did it again I’d...

Quotes will make your 

story come alive, use them 

whenever you can

The bridleway was just about completed to deadline bearing in mind

Christmas fell in December wiping out about two weeks' worth of

work. However, latterly the weather has been atrocious leaving

everywhere soaked. The ground is in a dreadful state - we have had

flooding in and around Bottesford but not the Beck, directly. North

Lincolnshire Council has made donations to those victims worst

affected and it has been an 'all hands to the rescue' situation. With

regard to our bridleway we can now see areas which could be better

served with a little more topping but with the ground being so wet

Tim Allen will not allow any machinery to pass over the grassed

areas in case of unsightly damage; we have the enjoyment of our

community to consider now!!! So some improvements will be made

as soon as the weather and conditions allow.

As part of our matched funding the 'Friends of the Beck' created a

car park area in Vale Wood - an rather muddy area previously used

by car owners to park their vehicles whilst walking their dogs. The

FOB cleared and levelled the area, increasing the size from a 4 car

space to twice the size and put a wooden skirting before levelling

with a slag surface. This is now a very well used car park.

We have volunteered to do a one-year survey for URS and when we

tested the questionnaires a couple of weeks ago the feedback was

gratifying and rewarding. Everyone was thrilled to have the

opportunity to walk in such beautiful surroundings - free from mud. It

was a weekday and there were runners, cyclists, families, etc; a real

selection of the community and all agreed they would gladly be

involved with the survey when we begin it for real.

The FOB have worked hard to be inclusive and to maintain good

relations with all our partners. We just about finished within the

agreed timescale and believe we have been instrumental in creating

a safe environment for the local community and those visitors who

are beginning to take an interest.

We plan a formal 'Opening Ceremony' and invited everyone who has

supported the FOB, taken an interest in what we have been, and still

are, trying to achieve and those who have contributed to our efforts.

Last year we planted a thousand snowdrops (donated by Unite the

Union) and will do the same again this year. They are just beginning

to flower. Another supporter has contributed 40 flat pack bird and bat

boxes for construction by children in the local schools; and we plan

an outdoor classroom by one of the ponds whereby the youngsters

can undertake pond-dipping and outdoor biology studies.
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What did you do...?
Think about the process from completing the forms to developing the project on the ground. Was 

it straightforward? What about the partnership, did it work well? Did you have to modify your plans 

on costs, location, construction, or anything else? Think about the process for contacting Natural 

England, was the advice clear? Was it straightforward to deliver the project?  Did anything go 

wrong? Would you do things 

differently next time?

Words to prompt you...

Process

Application form...
Bridleway

           Footpath...

Cycling

Landowners

Wheelchairs

Less able

Right of way

Business
Community

Interpretation
Local

...Action

Understanding
Natural England

Hurdles
       £££ Estimates

Construction...
Project Management-

When

Site clearance
challenges

If I did it again I’d...

Quotes will make your 

story come alive, use them 

whenever you can

town and to the Tata Steelworks. The lake, until fairly recently was

an asset of the works, originally created by mining and eventually

purchased by NLC to become a Nature Reserve.

The P4C Application Form was complex and onerous simply

because we, as novices, did not know the teams and organisations

we needed to gain support from, for example the local access forum.

However, the Environment Section of NLC, including the Paths

Co-ordinator, could not have been more supportive. We now have a

Bridleway, accessible to, and used by, horses, prams, pushchairs,

wheelchairs, cycles, runners, walkers and dog walkers. The general

consensus is one of gratitude for access by all to our wonderful river,

lake and parkland area.

As indicated above, understanding Natural England came directly

from Phil Robinson who has been a real gem in supporting the FOB

and, in particular, myself as the FOB Secretary. This was a totally

new experience for me - I have to admit to needing considerable

guidance and support. It was unfailing. The same has to be said of

Tim Allen and Dave Sanderson (NLC Paths Co-ordinator) both of

whom have been there for us from the onset of our application - and

still are. Some of the language, specific to the purpose of the P4C

form was jargon to myself and without this considerable help and

support I could easily have gone off at a tangent.

With regard to 'Project Management' we are fortunate to have on our

team (as well as volunteers who support us without being committee

members) ex Tata employees who worked at engineering level when

they were employed there. Now their skills come in very useful when

maintenance work and advice are required. For instance, we

erected 9 finger posts along the length of the river and two days after

one, near to the main road, was put up, someone cut through it with

a saw and left the top half on the ground. Two of our engineers

retrieved it, drilled four holes and glued steel rods inside it. Then,

with a template, did exactly the same to the post still in the ground

and made an excellent repair to the post. Some spiteful person (not

children as it is far too heavy) pulled it out of the ground this

morning, complete with concrete base!! It was later discovered in the

river. Our Council Paths man will retrieve it tomorrow and on

Wednesday when our team meet with him it will be reinstated in

accordance with our Civil Engineer's instructions, which he says will

render it impossible to remove again.
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Developing the idea...

The story starts from when you heard about the funding, then developing your idea. This covers the 

time before you completed the paperwork.  Start with your first conversations with Natural England. 

What was that like? Did you 

understand the information 

available? What did you do to 

get the project to application 

stage? 

Words to prompt you...

Why

Aims
Where

           Ideas...

Site suitability

Wider picture

Local needs

Partnership
What

Bridleway
Footpath

Cycling
Existing route?

...safety

Business support
Choice of site

Landscape
       Access for all

Community 
need...

Heathy lifestyle

Outdoor education

Youth group

Scouts

Quotes will make your 

story come alive, use them 

whenever you can

We are a small Voluntary Group known as the 'Friends of the Beck'

established in July 2012, initially, to litter-pick, plant flowers, control

trees and generally create a tidy and pleasant walk for the local

community. We were very quickly picked up by the Environment

Agency who own the Beck because it has been designated a main

river, and, therefore, take a massive interest in all activities in and

around the river. Out of this contact we were introduced to John

Brewington, MURCI, who introduced us to 'Living Streets' and they,

jointly with the FOB, held two Community Walks to discover what,

how and why the locals wanted for this jewel of an asset in our area.

The major feature to come out of this activity was a mud-free

footpath! Discussions with other groups from Barton and Brigg raised

P4C and Natural England. I followed this up with our local Parish

Council who researched the information and steered us to the WEB

site. We wrote a letter of intent to apply and received a response

from Philip Robinson who became our mentor and much valued

friend throughout our form filling application which, on reflection, took

us much longer to complete than it should have done. This was due

largely to the complexity of the site and acquisition of the necessary

documentation. We needed the complete and utter support of our

regional - North Lincolnshire Council with whom we had had little

contact as our own Bottesford Parish Council more than adequately

supported us up until this time. It took some time to build the trust.

We were just a little voluntary action group suddenly asking for

support, not only to apply for the funding to create a path but to gain

the permission to actually have a path on Council land. Over the

months we took to complete the application we set out to build a

relationship with everyone associated with the river known as

Bottesford Beck. We are very proud that we have the support and

meet regularly at the NLC offices with participating organisations

including Severn Trent Water, EA, Tata Steel, through which the

Beck runs before it reaches our Park, the farmers and Holme Hall

Golf Club, all bordering the river. It has been a facinating

experience,constructing a 4.5 km bridleway alongside the river and

around the lake, incorporating a 100 m boardwalk across one area

where there was insufficient land to construct the final part of the

bridleway. We approached three contractors for quotes regarding the

construction of the bridleway and North Lincs Environment

Department assisted with the final choice. The local community have

taken a great interest in the development of the bridleway and our

ultimate coup was negotiating an A-frame access through the fence

to the rear of Morrison's, giving access to the Lakeside Retail Park.

The footfall along the pathway has increased considerably and we

encourage cycle riders, who use it to circumnavigate their route to

...Click on the image to 
read the case story

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/beck-linear-parks-casestudy_tcm6-37468.pdf


“Those with prams, mobility scooters, wheelchairs, and bicycles can now access 
this beautiful meadow without having to negotiate through a busy car park”, said 
John Smith, a local resident. The meadow, owned by North Dorset District Council 
is subject to frequent flooding by the River Stour, as was illustrated during recent 
events when the river burst its banks.  In addition to the ramp, P4C funding has 
enabled the improvement of existing routes and the creation of a new section. 
Local residents and 
visitors from further 
afield can now 
picnic, watch the 
resident otters, and 
use the improved 
path network to 
connect to the North 
Dorset Trailway. 

The project has been led by ‘Nic’ Nicol from Blandford Rotary. however, a range 
of organisations have been actively involved, including: Dorset Countryside, Youth 
Aid, the Blandford Environmental Trust, and the Disability Action Group (DAG) 
North Dorset.  Volunteers from these organisations began preparatory work in 

November before the contractors 
moved in and since then have 
produced publicity material, 
designed leaflets, banners and a 
Facebook page, scraped paths 
and designed the interpretation 
board.  Following the opening 
event, the paths were 
‘christened’ by DAG members 
- more commonly known as the 
‘DAG Arrows’.



Grants panel member perspective of the programme

Mike Ogden, Access and Rights of Way Team Leader, Durham County Council, 
represented Adept on the P4C Grants Panel. He has compiled this document about his 
experience as a Panel member which  makes interesting reading.

My role on the Paths for Communities (P4C) Grants Panel was as a representative of ADEPT.  
This may not mean much to many of you, but ADEPT is the Association of Directors of 
Environment, Economy, Planning and Development, and it has a Rights of Way Managers’ 
Working Group.  I was therefore representing the Public Rights of Way teams in Local 
Authorities across the country.  I was motivated by a desire to ensure that the voice of local 
authority rights of way teams was listened to, but also a curiosity as to the projects that would be 
considered.

The panel met 10 times between November 2012 and September 2013, either face-to-face or by 
teleconference, and I was able to participate in all the meetings.  The panel worked well together, 
and brought a wide range of experience of access, rural and tourism issues.  We generally agreed, 
but there was some healthy debate and we shared the objective of achieving the best public 
access possible with the funding available.

The demand for funding far outstripped supply; this wasn’t surprising, and it was obvious that 
the P4C funding was seen as the pot of gold that lots of projects had been waiting for.  The P4C 
criteria were quite restrictive, and the panel only got to see the applications that appeared to meet 
those criteria.  Even so, the panel declined to support some projects which we felt were distorting 
their objectives in order to try and satisfy the requirements of P4C.  It was frustrating at times 
when we could see the benefits of projects but they just didn’t meet the criteria.

I was struck by the wide range of creative approaches to creating new access around the country.  
Some were clearly projects which had been ‘in development’ for many years, while others had 
been prompted by the availability of the new funding.  Relatively few met the idealised ‘model’ 
of a private landowner working with a local community to dedicate new access; most were on 
local authority or charity owned land, so there were very few payments to landowners.

One aspect that particularly struck me as being a common theme was the desire of communities 
to either re-establish access links that had been severed by road schemes or development, or the 
wish to link new residential developments to existing villages.  Although some of these were 
addressing the legacy of mistakes from many years ago, others seemed much more recent.  There 
are clear messages there for the planning of residential development and transport infrastructure 
that non-motorised users still aren’t always being properly considered.  Certainly within many 
rural communities crucial links had been lost, and P4C was being asked to repair the damage!

The range of creative and exciting access projects was very impressive, and the panel would have 
loved to have been able to fund many more.  A final report on the scheme will be produced by 
Defra, but as yet there is no indication of any future funding.

I found being a member of the panel to be a very rewarding experience, and it was fascinating to 
be ‘guided’ by the Natural England staff on ‘virtual’ tours of parts of the country that were totally 
new to me, though one site was somewhere I knew from childhood (many years ago!).  It has 
reminded me of just how much can be achieved when local communities really want something, 
but also how underfunded access is at a national and local level.  

Mike Ogden
Access and Rights of Way Team Leader
Durham County Council



In The Press…..

Helston Packet 22nd January 2014
Grant covers cost of paths upgrade
The first in a series of projects improving access to the Penrose Estate at Helston 
has been completed using new grant funding. Walkers around Carminowe Creek 
may have noticed a new, improved boardwalk and bridge that has been installed, 
replacing the old boardwalk that was in need of repair after being badly damaged by 
floods last winter. Its replacement is built to a high specification to make it last longer 
and has an anti-slip finish to reduce maintenance. The work, funded by a Paths 
for Communities grant managed by Natural England, was carried out by staff and 
volunteers from The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) and the National Trust. 

Rossendale Free Press 24th January 2014
New path will help to link towns
Work to create a new path for walkers, horses and cyclists is under way. The 
£143,500 one kilometre multi-user pathway will link up with a new path at 
Stackstead Riverside Park. The pathway is part of a 20km Valley of Stone 
Greenway, an off-road route between Rawtenstall and Rochdale. The three-metre 
wide Stackstead path is being funded by Natural England’s Paths for Communities 
scheme, with £30,000 provided by the Lancashire Environmental Fund. 

This is the West Country 24th January 2014
First stage of Penrose Estate footpath project completed
The first in a series of projects improving access to the Penrose Estate at Helston 
has been completed using new grant funding. Walkers around Carminowe Creek 
may have noticed a new, improved boardwalk and bridge that has been installed, 
replacing the old boardwalk that was in need of repair after being badly damaged by 
floods last winter. Its replacement is built to a high specification to make it last longer 
and has an anti-slip finish to reduce maintenance and make it safer for visitors. The 
work, funded by a Paths for Communities grant managed by Natural England, was 
carried out by staff and volunteers from The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) and the 
National Trust.


