Welcome to the November Friends of Burrs Newsletter.
Regular visitors will have noticed that the Park has been quieter of late since
changes in the weather and children returning to school. However this hasn't
stopped work in the Park, our Brilliant Volunteer Litter Pickers are constantly being
complemented on how clean they are keeping the Park. Our Great Volunteer
Gardening Group have been out each week, weather permitting, tidying, cutting
back and planting. They normally meet on Tuesdays, and anyone wishing to join us
will be made very welcome. Please contact burrsgardengroup@yahoo.com for more
details.

Paul, Raff and the Volunteer Rangers are continuing the refurbishment work on the
steps, along with other necessary repairs and maintenance work in the Park. Raff
and Sheila have had a meeting with Kevin Dickinson, who is now responsible for
Park Maintenance throughout the Borough, discussing a number of issues relating
to maintenance requirements and ways in which the Volunteers can help in the
future.
Laura and Sheila recently led a 'Walk for Bees' event in the Park, looking at
Sculptures and Bee Friendly Plants. Everyone who participated received their own
packet of wildflower seeds, a Walk for Bees Leaflet and a booklet about other Parks
in Bury.
We have the Moorside Action Team to thank for
improving access to Burrs from Plumpton Drive.
The Knotweed has been cut back from the sign, the
bushes removed from the blind corner and the trees
and shrubs have been cut back. The steps to Burrs
have been improved and the handrail repaired, plus
a new bin has been installed. Brilliant work – I am
sure you will agree.

Recently the Gardening Group and the Voluntary Rangers have been helped by
members of the Sunnywood Project. During a 6 week SPRUCE Programme, young
people have been working on areas in the Park - the Flagged Area near Stock St
and the Steps down towards the Waterwheel Pit, filling in holes on the path by the
Canoe Training Pool and clearing weeds from areas near the Lamppost Cafe. They
have done a marvellous job and FOB want to congratulate them on their wonderful
work. It’s great to have young people getting involved in the Park and we hope the
project will continue to benefit Burrs.

Martin Proffitt : Overflow car park improvements.
The scheme has been submitted to planning for permission and we hope to have
approval by mid-December. Contractors will be invited to tender in November with
work due to start in January. Completion in March 2022.
There will also be some tree planting around the Burrs site. Trees of varying species
and of a good size will be planted as we approach November and December. The
main areas that will benefit from the planting scheme will be the showground, the
chimney car park, wheel sculpture car park, the approach from Woodhill Road and
around the railway halt. Phase 2 planting will be carried out next planting season.
There is still time to have your say in the overall master plan for Burrs Country Park.
Please click on this link http://www.proffittscic.com/community-projects/burrscountry-park-bury/ which will take you to the survey monkey. We would like to know
what you think of the plans. We want to make sure what is proposed is generally
supported by users. Feel free to share this with others.

Due to the extensive report that was given at our FOB meeting in September (see
Minutes sent out on 13th Sept) Bury Council feel that there is no further information
to pass on to us
The Sunnywood Project have also restarted the Family
Friendly, Burrs Community Fun Run in the Park. If you feel
like joining in the free 2k and 5k timed runs they start at
9.30am each Sunday morning. You can find more
information here
https://www.thesunnywoodproject.co.uk/burrs-run
A new self-led interactive Trail has come to Burrs.
Thanks to funding from the National Lottery, the
Sunnywood Project launched 'Puzzle Quest' on the 25th
October. Locate and solve 8 puzzles that will each reveal
part of a code needed to unlock a chest containing a
prize. This is the link to find out more
https://www.thesunnywoodproject.co.uk/puzzle-quest-1
You can download the map and instructions from this link
or our Facebook page, and they are available at the Lamppost Café.
We are also delighted to announce that funding has been secured to allow the
Sunnywood Project to set up an interactive history trail round Burrs. It's the first step
along the way, but they are planning to have it up and running for early 2022.
This is the link to the one that they have set up on the Kirklees Trail
https://www.thesunnywoodproject.co.uk/history-trail
Ours will be along similar lines and Professor Jigget will "front" the trail (as in the
video on the link). He hosted "Walk with the Trees" as part of the Burrs Live festival
in the summer and is a great character!
We are very pleased to announce that Bury Hospice have chosen photographs of
our lovely Park to feature on the front covers of some of their 2022 diaries. The
Lamppost Café also has kindly agreed for sell them for a minimum donation of £2
each to support this worthy cause, but CASH ONLY PLEASE.
Please support this worthy cause.

Burrs Stones and Burrs Books
Burrs Stones are being hidden again. These have got a Halloween and Autumn
themes If you find one, please take a photo and post on our Facebook page. Then
rehide for others to find or maybe exchange it for one you have decorated. Burrs
Books are back in the Park as well. Look out for the Children's Books, hidden
around Burrs, take them home to read, then return them for others to find and enjoy.

Bury Walk of Hope took place in early October, starting and finishing at Burrs
Country Park. It was organised as part of the Month of Hope, which aimed to raise
awareness of suicide by encouraging everyone in Greater Manchester to have open
conversations about preventing suicide, while inspiring Hope across the City
Region. It was organised by Bury Council, NHS Bury CCG, The Sunnywood Project,
Uplift Unite, The Big Fandango and Bury Samaritans. The project was funded by
Gmcvo.
Situations Vacant
We are looking for someone to take charge of the regular and one-off events that we
hold (litter picks, balsam bashes, seasonal and children’s events etc). If you think
you would like to be our Events Coordinator or be part of the Events Team, please
do get in touch via friendsofburrscountrypark@gmail.com
Friends of Burrs is also keen to start up a Wildlife Watch group within Burrs for
children aged 8 to 14 yrs. This is under the umbrella of the Wildlife Trust. See
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/ for more details and email us if you would be
interested in being a Leader or a Team Member for this. There is a similar group
called TWIGS operating in Tottington and they have agreed to mentor our new
group. Have a look at what they get up to on :
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TWIGS.Tottington
Wouldn’t it be lovely to have a children’s group like that in Burrs?
These have also been advertised on the BVCFA page
https://www.buryvcfa.org.uk/volunteering/
Hilary Marshall - Chair of Friends of Burrs Country Park.
Our thanks go to various members who have supplied the photos via our WhatsApp
and Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/179913332805201

